2
[bookmark: _GoBack]








Political Theory
Student’s Name
Institution
Course
Professor’s Name
Date








Political Theory
1. Pick one of these videos and explain why the person in the video you chose was not mentioned in our course outline. 
From the videos, the person who was not mentioned in the course outline is Adam Smith. He was not mentioned in the course outline maybe because of his argument, which is not politically oriented, but rather economic. While some of the political theorists included in the course outline like Karl Marx also discussed things outside the political sphere, they focused on the role of the governments and political figures in society. Classical liberals believed that the primary purpose of the government is to protect private property and that the government is the only one entitled to powers to it given by people. This, however, has not been the case in many democracies including the United States where the private sector seems to possess more power than even the government as they dictate the kinds of policies that the government makes.  
2. How do you think the authors of our class books could incorporate the views of the video you chose into their readings?
The authors of class books could incorporate the views of Adam Smith by adding his theoretical contributions and views to the course outline.  This theory could be part of the political theories studied in this course. It could be incorporated into the introductory course because of the important views that Adam Smith highlighted, which could be useful for beginners of political science class. Adam Smith is not only a political theorist, but his views can also help understand the society and its socio-economic problems. His views are important because he has highlighted some of the ways to deal with the social, economic, and political problems that society still faces today. Smith, as explained in the video, believed that the solution to capitalism was not to increases taxes, which he argued would make the rich go away, or even makes them feel guilty about accumulating so much wealth while the larger population is still suffering. The solution, as Smith said was that the rich should be accorded or granted what they want the most, respect and honor. Smith believed that it is not the material wealth that the rich really cared about; instead, he believed that they cared more about respect and honor (The School of Life, 2014). While other theorists like Karl Marx rejected capitalism in totality, Smith believed that capitalism could have both positives and negatives. It only depended on how it was used. Another important concept from Smith’s theory is the education of consumers. Smith believed some of the problems that we are not experiencing like environmental pollution, low wages, and sickening ingredients found in consumer products. Smith believed that these problems are emanating from the increasing appetite to have luxurious things that end up degrading the planet. People want to travel across the world and across the country, which requires using carbon-emitting machines like planes and vehicles. Smith’s solution was to teach the consumers to want better quality things to ensure that people minimize the environmentally hazardous things or the sickening things. All these concepts could be integrated into the class course text
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